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Hew sharper than a serpent's tooth

their rates would be advanced to an
extent equal to 10 per cent. The man-
ufacturers at once organized to resist
the proposed advance, and a legal bai-
tle between the manufacturers and /e
railroads taken

would eertainly have

place, The case would practically have
“The

and

been entitled versus
The
would have been left unturned in the
rtruggle. The Iinterstate commerce
commission would first
asked to declare the proposed advance
freight and
after the commission had completed
its no doubt would
have been found to carry a test ease

under the anti-trust

Shippers

Carriers,” no legal stone

have been

in rates unreasonable,

work some WwWay

into the courts
act,

While the shippers would have con-
matter with the carrlers,

that would

after all the real

party

have been harmed an advance in

by

rates would have consisted of consum- |

who are never organized, never iu

it is the con-

ers,;

fighting trim. And yet

| snmer who would pay any increase n

it is
Yo have a thankless child.
—King Lear.
Summer of Prosperity
Today marks an important siage in
the revival of industrial activity in the
Birmingham d'striet. For weeks past
there has been a gradual resumption |
of mining and manufacturing plants,

Many of the industries hereabouts have

been kept going right along,

October's

regard-
less of last and the
business depression tRat followed. This
has been especially the case in North
Birmingham, where practically all the
plants continued in But
teveral of the concerns in the

district had to shut down temporarily:

panie

operation,
large

and it is the resumption of idle stacks

within the past few weeks that
viven new impulee to business here.

The
at Ensley starts up today, and by rea-

son of the commanding importance of

Tennessee company's rail mill

| rates.

The econsumer pays everything.

| He pays all rates and all charges, but

L remedy in gight,
has !

that plant as a factor in the industrial |

life of the diciriet the effeet is ex-
ceptionally animating and far-reachinz,
In anticipation of the resumption of
activity Ensley
ness cireles has

month

at bouyancy in busi-

been in evidence for a

past. Anij it

will not be long
now before payroll money in increased

volume will be in elrculation. With

- erop prospects good, with the iron mar-

ket active and with thousands of wago-
workers who had been on the waiting
list again at work, Birmingham will
have a summer of prosperity in spite of
the fact that a presidential campaign
conironts the country.
(Ocean Shipping
The subsidy scheme was voted down
in the long session, but it will undoubt-
edly reappear at the short session that
meets just after the presidential elec-
tion, the

when members will not be

p'aying politics at every turn. The

ghort session should be
pendent action, keeping the public weal
sirietly in view,
has any

taken

chance of adoption it will be

up next winter and possible
shaped into law,

The
mense, and

can.

of
very

tonnage the world is im-
little of it is Ameri-
The ships of the world represeat
nearly 40,000,000 tons,
and the average annual net addition
i= about 2,000,000 tons,

Just at present shipping is in a de-
pressed econdition beecause in all the
maritime eountries freights have fallen
ff. Comparatively few lines are mak-
ing money. They are holding on, how-
ever, believing that the dull times will
soon be ended, and that better busi-
ness conditions will return. Fortunate-
1y, rate wars have been ended even on
the Atlantic lines, and the owners of
shipping are patiently waiting for a
time when travel and freighis will rise
to the proportions of a year ago, or
better still, two vears ago. The 42,000
vessels on the high seas would then
lave all the work they eould do, and
perhaps they would not then seek z0
diligently subsidies.

an aggregate o’

“Let Us Alone”

This is the ery that goes up from
each and every interest threatenad
with tariff revision. When Secretary
"laft advocated reduced duties for
Philippine produets, the beet sugar
trust threw up its hands in holy hor-
ror and cried out, “Let us Alone.” In
other words, the trusts at home want
11l the money that is going into their
respective products. The Dingley
scheme suits them and all they desire
is to be “let alone.”

Child labor and all similar reforms
&rouse the like ery from the trusts,
“Let us Alone.” Through the repub-
lican party they have got things ad-
Justed to suit themselves. They are
in position to exploit the people almost
to the gatisfaction of their avarice, and
very naturally they say, "Let us
Alone.” No tariff beneficlary cares
how a tariff duty that fills his own
pocket affects the rest of the peopls
in hig own or any other eountry. And
this is why any revision by repub-

V'~ans—by the so-called friends o(

one of inde- |

he does not appear in court, for he is
i docile, unorganized. creature, who
never puts up a fight.

as the tarii¥
materials cheaper, and
they cannot cut wages freely, and if
dividends are to be maintained on
watered securities an increase
frefght rates seemed to be the only
The congumer would
thus have been caught again in a trap,
end he would have had small redress

The railroads cannot,

stands, buy

in

in a country that pays small respect 1o
the wrongs of the plain but unorgan-
ized citizen.

But, fortunately,
abandoned all attempts to secure an
increase in rates, to take effect July 1
or at any other near-at-hand time, Bus-
iness conditions are improving; the
harvesters are hastening to fields full
of fine crops, and the rallroads no
doubt prefer to await new business
than to provoke at this time a war

the railroads have

&1l along the line because of a con-

certed effort on their part to ralse
| In the slums. The readiness of the pub-

I lie to believe a story told by a woman s

rates, thereby violating the terms of
the anti-trust act. For common action

by the railroads in the matter of rateg

| would be a plain vielation of the splrit

of the Sherman act. ~

!dd to Gi!y s Beauty

Birmingham is already distinguisheqd
for its natural beauty and for its heanu-
tiful homes and beautiful streets. Red
mountain is in itself a thing of heauty
and within the ecity limits are land-
geape effects of rare charm. But if the
people will support Mayor Ward in the

| movement which he is starting for im-

If the subsidy plan |

nroving and beautifying all sections of
dirmingham, the city will be made still
more attractive as a place of residence,

| The Mayor desires the women to take

the actual lead in this matter and or-
panize societies for enhanclng the ap-
pearance of such blocks especially as
have been neglected.

Much been done in an educa-
tional way to stimulate in the public a
taste for the beautiful. But in order
to give this work concrete form the
Mavor suggests that a society with
“the city beautiful” in view be organ-
ized in every block. Cleanliness and
the disappearance of ugliness should
be first in mind. After the back yards,
as well ag the front yards, are put in
clean condition, then fences and side-
walks and trees and grass plots should
receive attention.

In the more elegant sections the
premises are kept in model condition
all the year round and the lawns are
marvels of beauty. With the organiza-
tion of block societies, all Birmingham
could be brought easily in line with
“the eity beantiful” idea. Such a move-
ment would result at once in a spirit
of emulation; and in carrying out the
proposed scheme, the expense to the
individual would be next to nothing.
Let the block societies be formed.

has

If New"Yo_rk is to have the vice-
presidency the Hon. Tom Cat Plalt
should not be overlooked.

Taft gained more votes in the Chi-
cago recount than Hearst does In tha
New York tussle.

e —
Abou Ben Adhem’s name led all the
rest, and so will Alabama's at the con-
ventions,

Nearly all the federal southern office-
holders will be seated as delegates at
Chieago.

Mortgages on balloons are almost ns
untrustworthy as a crap game in Wall
gtreet.

The Hon. Holie Smith is vacationing
on the upper reaches of Salt creek.

The repuhllcuns say that all rcmds
lead to Chieago these days.

The pure food law 18 rapldly weeding
nt harmful preservatives.

’m i

that little incident.

R S

Ollahoma ig the only state whose
name no battleship earries on the high
geas, but Ok, is a new arrival, and she
must wait a while,

E. V. Debs anc Tom Watson think
the interest talen in the Chicago and
Denver eonventions is unecalled-for and
wholly unjustified.

General Woodford ecarried to Chi-
cago the Hughes boom carefully wrap-
ped In a bit of tissue paper taggod

with a rain check.
e O e

No English sovereign had set foot
¢n Russian soil until King Edward
went there with no fears of bombs be-
fore his eyves.

A republican convention would not
feel right and natural if there were no
contesting color-line delegationg at the
door,

The average distinguished delegate
as he arrives in Chicago does not cre-
ate an altogether favorable impres-
sion,

On account of the arrival of southern
delegates Prince Albert coats have
become an everyday sight in Chicago.

Taft and Hitcheock and Vorys are
training the party elephant to be obe-
dient and to sit up when spoken to.

All the allieg will get will be a plank
in the platform, and they will have to
stand on that or go afoot.

Frank Hitehcock is very nearly the
party boss at this writing. He looms
large on the Taft horizon.

—rl—
GRDWTI- OF BLACKMAIL.
From the Washington Post.

Baymond Hitchcook, the actor, has been
gequitted of a fearful clarge, after a fair
trial. He was once before in jeopardy,
but the case against him collapsed upon
the discovery that one of his accusers,
a young girl, was gullty of the grossest
perjury. In the trial just ended the tesii-
mony of his accusers was shown to Le
false as to dates and places, and tha
probability s strong that their whole
story was a tissue of falsehoods, inspirad
Ly cunning rascals who sought to black-
mall the actor,

The police of every large city are famil-
iar with the origin of such charges as
that placed against Raymond Hitchcock
All that is required is a conspiracy ba-
tween a blackmaller and one of the vile
voung girls that are only too numerous

a powerful factor in alding the black-
mallers, Many a man of perfectly cor-
rect habitg has been blackhmalled becauss
of hig fear of public opinfon, He has paid
money for silence rather than face the
cuestloning glances of the puldic. It is to
the credit of Actor Hitchcock that he
had the moral courage to fight rather
than submit to blackmail.

The increase in this class of crimes
may be due in part to the changed status
of women in American life. They are in
direct competition with men in business,
Home of them are thrown upon thelr own
resources at a tender age, 7Too many of
ihem fall by the wayside, yielding to any
temptation which promlses to bring them

a living, It is to the credit of the sex
that they are usually honest in positions
of trust, but at the sgame time it {s no

longer unusgual to read of defaulting
women ¢ashicrs. Women clerks are known
to play the races and otherwise tempt
fate. The longer they live the lfe of
men the more they tend to adopt busi-
ress vices as well as virtues, The tima
hias passed when it was safe to acept a
check signed with & woman's name, mere-
1y because of the universal belief In wom-
an's honesty. Women have placed them-
selves on a fighting plane with men, and
they must be judged by the same stanl-
urds, Deplorable as the facts are, thoy
must be accepted. The Hitchecock casa
proves that young and mnocent-looking
¢irls can join In as black a conspiracy
as any hardened eriminal, and ean ddo
their share of bragen lying as glibly as
any thief.

The moral of the Hitcheock case to re-
#ponsible men is to be on the lookout
egainst any situation which might have
even the appearance of evil, and to holdly
expose would-be blackmallers, whatever
their age or sex.

EVE'S EPIGRAMS,
Rose MacRae in New York Telegram,

The wise woman Knowes when not Lo
be witty.

They who fish in pails need no lile
preservers.

Diligence hath
cal] Good Luck.

Lots that passes for patience is only
petrified laziness,

Of course the June bride is star of Lhe
summer show,

Plots are all to an author that lots are
to a real estate man.

Few of us see the point to a joke
that is sharpened at our expense,

Life glives her hest gifts not to the Je-
gerving, but to the demunding.

People who Dblow thelr own horns
needn’t worry about getting any encorcs
ready.

The stars In their courses laugh at
mortals who try to run counter to their
fate,

The average theatrical star has an ldea
that she .can ecry for the moon and
get It

A girl ean forgive a man for every-
thing but forgiving her for not trying to
please him.

REFLECTIONS OF A BACHELOR.
From the New York Press,

The reason a bride promises to ob<oy
her hushand Is because she doesn't in-
tend to. -

There's hardly anything a man s
more ashamed of than always coming
home on time,

A girl doesn’t dare to forget to say
her prayers for fear It might spoil
her complexion.

One of the most exeiting things In A
woman's life {e guessing who it Is
when the telephones ringe.

What a woman admires about her
husband's bralns Is the way he can
%r understand a public qvulllon
be doesn't understand himself.

a daughter that men

1

wveterangs who

“This belt Is made in sections of fibre,
which are jolned by hydraulics, and the
rubber is put on by the sume process ap-

plied differently, The mnelt will last a

long time, and will supply a lot of

‘juice., as the street car men call the

current,”” =
“The Immortal 600."

“Many of the younger generation and

some of the older inquired for the mean-
ing of the ‘Immortal Bix Hundred' ban-
ner carried In the puarade,” vel-
eran.

“These are the survivors of the 8 pris-
oners at Sullivan's Island, who were ex-
posed to the fire of the guns of thelr
comrades in an effort to force them to
tickke the eath of allegiance to the Union.
Of the 60 and odd only 18 yvielded, Thuey
were fed on rotten meal for 45 days and
ate rats and several cats, They were
gorry they ate the cats because they
found it harder to catch the rats them-
selves/ They were divided up and were
exposed to the fire of the guns of Bumter
and other forts, but remalned steadfast.”

sald n

Praise For Telephone Girls.

“In the general feeling of felleitation
that pervades Birmingham when pralse is
belng bestowed so generously, 1 wish to
say something of the part ‘Miss Electric-
ity' took in the very suoccessful reunion,’”
said a man actively engaged In the work
of the zreatest week Blrmingham ever
had,

“Notwithstanding that the force was
taxed to the point of extreme endurauco
at a very trying task, the telephone
glirl did her part to add to the fame of
the city. I had occasion to use the phone
a great deal—often with a series of calls
following one on the other—and yet I
always was promptly and courteously re-
sponded to. I hear It from hotels and
individuals that the service was the very
best, and the telephone system of Bir-
mingham will be a mark for others to be
pointed to when not so satisfactory.”

Suggests Token of Appreciation,

“They came, they saw, and we con-
quered them with kindness,” sald H. K,
White, In speaking of the reunion. *I
have lived here 20 years and can testify
that the past few days have been the
best and most beautiful of Birmingham's
young life, The community rose to the
height of hospitality unselfish and senti-
ment sublime, The beauty and the chiv-
alry of the south were here [n the Sons
and Daughters of the Confederacy, and {o
these we exemplified hospitality. ‘The
followed Lee, Jackson,
Johnston, Gordon and others of the Im-
mortals, were here, and to these we ex-
emplified the sublime sentiment of rey-
erence for heroism and devotion to duty.
Everything and everybody worked to-
gether in harmony. The weather was
mide to order. Everybody was orderly,
and the entire population ceased work,
dreszed up, kept open house and enter-
tained our 60,000 visitors for three fuil
days and nights. During all that time
there were less than two dozen arrests,
and so far as I know there was not a
drunken pergon seen. Altogether the re-
union at Birmingham will be In years to
come one of the most beautiful pletures
that will hang on memory's wall.

“1 think some puble token In the way
of a publie reception, and personal gifts
or medals, should be tendered to those
enterpriging citizens of Birmingham who
served actively on the wvarlous commit-
tees which saccomplished the unparal-
elled success of the reunion. Such a pub-
e reception should be given soon, Tha
Hippodrome would be a good place, I
am sure our appreclative public would
quickly respond with contributions to
meet the expense of such a reception,
Let us speak approving words while our
public-spirited friends are living, rather
than make all our contributions to mon-
uments for them after they are dead.”

Gray Returns From Fishing Trip.

Lieutenant Governor H. B. Gray return-
ed to Birmingham yesterday from De-
catur. The lieutenant governor spent the
latter part of the week with some friends
from Birmingham and Decatur on a fish-
mg trip up along the locks about Muscle
Ehoals.

“I was amazed at the extent of the

' government work up there on the Ten-

nessee river,"” sald Mr. Gray. “'Millions
uf dollare have been spent and I helleva
there are few people In the lower sec-
tions of Alabama who appreciate the mag-
ritude of the undertaking. The Tennes-
tee river Is a great asset for Alabama.
Home day we will see the tremendous
water power along the shoals being
vtilized in a commercial way. My trip
has been a great pleasure as well as a
revelation to me."

Commendation for Wilzin,

The reunion executive committee has
paseed the following resolution com-
mendatory of the work of J. M. Wilzin,
chairman of the eommittee:

“Whereas, We, his co-workers on tha
executive committee, feel that the afficial
records of this committes would be in-
complete did they not bear testimony to
the splendid work of the chalrman, Mr.
J M. Wilzin;

“Therefore, be it Resolved, That we,
knowing fully the facts and speaking for
the citizens of Birmingham, tender to him
the thanks and appreciation of this com-
munity for his unselfish, untiring and
inasterful planning and executing that
has made possible the successful enter.
talning of the elghteenth reunion, United
Confederate Veterans at Birmingham,
June 9, 10 and 11, 1908,

“And, Whereas, businesg arrangements
have neeegsitated the removal of Mr, Wil-
z'n to another ecity, we wish to express
to him for ourselves and the citizens uf
Birmingham our deep regret that our city
I= thus to lose In future the benefit of
ils broadminded and intelligent co-oper-
ation; and our wish that success and
fappiness will attend him In hizs new
nrome,

“He it further resolved, That these res-
olutions be spread upon the records of
this committee and a copy signed hy the
niembers of the committee be delivereil
lc Mr. Wilzin,"

—_——

Automoblle Accident.

“1 saw an automoblle as It ran Into
a tree In my neighborhood today,” said
a man who lives on lmenth avanue
and 8ixteenth street last night, “and

% the result of
i, \

laws too riglid. But from the way some
of the ‘high speeders’ proceed on thor-
oughfures, it is time for the public to
rise up and protest. Even the most ex-
pert and wvigllant of chauffeurs should
keep down thelr speed on all frequernsed

streets inside the elty limits.”
I

BRIEFS FROM ABROAD.
From the Wall Btreet Journal.

Tie number of families In France I8
estimated at 11,315,000, of which 1,804,-
740 have no children,

Manchuria already
ble messages a day from Japan.
doubling of the eables s probable.

Sira-ul-Lillah-wad-din-Ameer-Habih-
Ulla-Kahn, Ameer of Afghanistan, a3
to have his name vestibuled to pull it
all at once.

According to the report of the geolo-
gleal survey of British India the pro-
duction of coal in that country In 1807
was 9,763,250 tons.

There is a successful fox farm on
Prince Bdward Island, Skins In their
green condition are valued at from $200
10 $260 each, one or two having been
sold for $450,

A leading Swiss scientist declared
that the Roentgen rays can be so ap-
pled that white horses become hlack,
He iz now experimenting on old gen-
tlemen’s beards.

Zinc coffins are largely used In Vien-
na. The more expensive ones are made
of copper, and cost as much as $2500,
while a bronze and copper coffin re-
cently made for a Russlan archduke
cost over §5000.

New Zealand Is described by its in-
habitants as the “happiest country in
the world.” It is now & dominion,
Some of the pretty names given to Ic
by New Zealanders are “The Fortunate
Isles,” “The Wonderland of the Pa-
cifie,” *“All Lands in One"” and “The
Btar of the Bouth."

When Lord Cromer described
“immense wealth"” of Egypt in
peated reports, the deposits of oll on
the Red Sea and the gold mines east
of Luxor and Assouan, with stories of
rich veins farther south, were used in
BEurope to fioat stocks and maintain
prices of all sorts of securitles. But
20 yvears ago the state department pub-
lished a report by the late Hon. John
Cardnell, in which he treated the pre-
tentions of Gebel Zelt to rival Batoum,
or Oil Clty, as mere stock-jobbing oper-
ations, and flouted the idea that praeti-
cal wells ecould even be sunk. "Petro-
leum HIII s anelent of name; and
there Is an extant map of an Bgyptian
gold mine worked in A. D. 1200: but
the companles formed to resume oOper-
ations have been uniformly ynsuccess-
ful as to dividends. At nﬁi annual
meeting of the Nile Valley (new) com-
pany in London a few days ago, the
chairman, R. J. Price, sald the mines
were not worked at a good profit. Dur-
ing the two years.of the company's
existence $105,000 worth of gold was
sent away, while at“the mine alone
the expenditures were $170,000, the
compuny thus paying 30 shillings sterl-
ing for each £1 of gold produced. The
chairman hopefully remarked that,
however, this was "“one of the mines
where you could never tell what was
going te happen next.” And the stock-
holders approved the report and re-
solved to go ahead with reconstructioa
of the property.

EATING IN FICTION,.
From the Indlanapolis Star,

An English writer notes that eating,
ag a necesgary and important part of so-
cial life, has lost Its place in fAetion,
What he says lg true, and it is equaliy
true of dress as an essential part of the
description of the personnges of the tale,
Modern noveligts, for example, seldom
describe the heroine's garh, leaving that
to the reader's fancy or to the pencil of
the WMustrator. Omission of such a de-
scription either by pen or brush Is not
unwise, since feminine fashions echange
so rapidly that too accurate portravals
serve to classify the book as belonging to
a fixed period,

The matter of eating, however, is dif-
ferent. To eat In company s more a
part of social life among rich and poor
than ever before. Every year dlining
is becoming more of a fine art and cook-
ery has advanced to a profession, Mr.
Micawber, who broiled bacon and toasted
bread at his hbroken grate and enter-
talned his friends with joyful heapitality,
has his counterpart in these days in the
man who proudly displays his mastery
of the chafing dish. Women flock (o
cooking schools, and a new and savory
digh exeltes us mueh interest among them
ag ever it could have done among those
famous cooks, thelr grandmothers,

Why thig art does mnot figure more in
fiction is not elear. People dine In novels,
but never by chance do readers know
what Is served to them or how they en-
joy it There are, of course, such ox-
ceptions as Upton Sinclair's fantastic tale
in which members of the 400 indulge in a
gluttonous “feed,” but thls I8 not to he
counted. Eating as one of the simple and
universal pleasures of life 18 not recog-
nized hy fietion writers. Do they fancy
that sueh portrayals are beneath their
art or that the publle prefers more
aecsthetie themes? If so, they are wrong,
Dickens knew how much the social meal

enhanced the joy of living in his day,
both in high circles and low, and eondi-
tions in this respect are not different now.
A lttle recognition of the fact that a
dinner Is something beyond an inters
change of wit, or an hour of dull dia-
logue, would not lower the standard of
any novelist,

PLACATING ROOSEVELT.

From the Springfield Republicaf.
There is a good story told by one of
the speelal correspondents in Chicago
to illustrate the plight of those who
have opposed the namlpatlon of Secra-
tary Taft. It is bne that Private John
Allen once told on Gen., Josiah Patter-
son of Tennesse, General Patterson
commanded the rear guard of a de-
feated Confederate force which was in
full retreat and being prossed hard by
the vietorious Union army. His men
In the rear guard began to exchange
volleys with the oncoming foe. “Don't

receives 1000 ca-
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‘shoot at them,” shouted General Pat-

terson In great exeitement, “it only
mnkes them mad. The Iimportant
matter in & good many mubum
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industrial race who have been coming to
our shores for many years.

Immigrants are still leaving Italy for
America, but as they eventually make
good ecitigsens and add to the farming
wealth of the country they are consid-
ered a desirable addition to the popula-
by all the official authorities who
have gathered data concerning the livea
they lead, the work they perform and
their ambition to remuain here and acoums-
ulate property. Our national bureau of
labor speaks in the most complimentary
terms of the Italians, asserting that they
are industrious, well behaved, progres-
sive and generally peaceable,

The distribution of this race in this
country is explained by Baron Planches
to a New York Times interviewer. Ae-
cording to his data there are about 1,5XW,-
000 Jtaliang in the United BStates, many
of whom were born here, Most of them
live in the Atlantie coast states. New
York has 500,000, Boston from bB0,000 to
60,000, Philadelphia 20,000, while in such
cities as Newark, Hoboken, Ellzabeth
and in towns of New England there are
on an average from 1200 to 15000, In
Chicago there are 100,000, Detroit has
12,000. 8ixty thousand are living pros~
perously in California, In New Orleans
and vicinity there are 25,000,

At first the Ttallan Immigrants were
Genoese, Pledmontese and Tuscans. Dur-
ing the last 15 years most of them are
from southern Italy, and include Sicil-
fans, Calabrians, pullans, ete, Practically
50 per cent of the immigrants are agricul-
tural laborers, In answer to the com-
mon query, why more of these last do
not seek American farm life, the ambas-
sador says:

"It should be understood that the great
mass of our southern people at home,
while engaged in agricultural pursuits,

tion

in America, Moreover, when they arrive
they usually seek out thelr friends and
through them obtaln employment. In New
York they find work easily at good
wages without going further.”

As far as possible the Italian officlals
here are doing all they can to safeguard
the newcomeras from the evile which
threaten the unsuspecting on arrival in
a new country, They guard them from
going to any unhealthy country or to gne
where there ls no work. On the other
side, the government officlals look after
the health of the Italian passengers, ald
them in many ways and see that agenis
land them at their proper destination in
America, On this slde the federal gov-
ernment also looks falthfully after their
interests. A successful effort is now he=-
ing made to have these Immigrants set-
tle in many of the southern and south-
western states to engage In farming.

As regards a much-talked-of secret so-
ciety, Baron Planches is quoted as say.
ing:

“The Black Hand soclety 18 by no
means a powerful organization, as Is im-
agined in some quarters. It seems to have
originated in Bleily, and whenever one
or two Sicilians desire to levy blackmall
they write a letter and place upon 1t
the insignia of the Black Hagd. The
eriminals of other countries have taken
advantage of the discredit which this
practice has thrown upon Italians gon-
erully and use the Iﬂslgnla. in thelr com-
munications, thus evading suspicion. You
may be certain thers I8 no large and
powerful society. THEre are small groupa
of swindlers who should be caught and
punished. A soclety known as the White
Hand has just been formed in Chicago. It
comprises B8icllians, and {ts purpose is
to hunt down relentlessly all persons en-
gaged in Black Hand work.”

SOME HUMA

N MONSTERS

From Answers,

@N the evening of May 17, 1901, the

steamer Prins Carl left the Bwe-

dish town of Arboga for Stoclt-
Lolm. About 12 o'clock four gentlemen,
who were sitting playing cards in the
semoking room, heard a sound of shots,
and a man dashed In, pale and breath-
less, crying, “There's a massacre
aboard!"

They started up, but Immediately some
one slammed the door from outside and
loecked It. Next moment a pistol was
forced through the window-pane, a shot
craghed out, and one man fell dead.

The other three burst open the door and
rushed out. The pistol cracked again,
and the first man, Lindgvist by name,
staggered back with a bullet wound in
the head, 1le pulled himself together
and rushed after the assassin, who fled
1o the steering room, and shouted down
the speaking tube to the engineer: “Full
speed ahead!" But the englneer was sug-
tdelous and put the engine astern.

The murderer rushed below, but the
engineer had barricaded himself in his
cabin, and the man ran on deeck again
dropped into the ship's boat, which was
towing astern and escaped.

It was found that he had killed seven
people, including the captain, and wound-
ed flve more.

He was chased and arrested next day,
after a violent struggle, in which he near-
1y killed a policeman. Ile was found to he
a man named Nordlund, who had recent-
1y suffered imprisonment for incendiar-
ism. He coolly confessed his murders,
and declared that he had not been in the
least touched by his victims' piteous ap-
peals for mercy.

e was sentenced to death, bhut even
now the tale of the sea flend's iniguities
was not complete. He broke a bedstead
in his cell and ran amuck among his
warders, killing ene and maiming an-
other.

The world is well rid of such monsters
'n human form, and the Americans will
breathe more easily when they hear defi-
nitely that the *“farm siren''—as she is
called—Mrs. Gunness, is dead.

No country is free (rom such night-
mare creatures, twisted natures appars
ently born without the slightest respect
fer numan life. Some, indeed, seem act-
ually to take a horrible delight in the
destruction of their fellow creatures,
Such a one was Alfred Knapp, executed
2t Hamilton, Ohlo, in August, 1803, for
the murder of his wife and four other
womeén, After his convictlon, and when
he saw that no hope of life remained,
ne coolly admitted that he had been a
stranglor for years, pouncing on little
children, throttling them to death, and
hiding their bodies.

The “Human Mole'' was a German do-
kenerate, whose horrible crimes shocked
1ot only Germany, but the whole world.
wohann Bobbe was his name. Though
“thin and weak looking, his hands and
arms were abnormall;: developed and his
finger nalls were simply olaws. Without
uny other tools than his hands he could
burrow into the solid earth,

He had a little tobaceo shop In a back
street in Perlin and here he excq.vn.l.ad a
aeep pit under the floor and arranged a
uap door over it. At the bottom of the
it was a huge Iron spike. He would
decoy his viethma onto this trap and hurl
them down to be Impaled. on u:e spike
below,

No one knows the full tale of his vic-
tims. A deep pit was found In the yard
adjacent which was half full of molder-
ing human remalns. Among others was
Fobhe's awn wife.

Another German criminal of a similar
tvpe was the sch teacher Mueller, who
was arrested on suspicion of murder of
suernburg, near Bayreuth, Evidence
against him was only ecirecumstantial, and
1t seemed that he might escape, till th»
magistrate had the remains of a widow,
who was supposed to be a victinn of nis
dug up and Mueller was confronted with
them. Then he broke down and confesse!
in a string of murders extending over a
period of eight years. The detalls were
#o terrible that the court wasg cleared ani
luter the magistrate himself came out
w hite and shaken.

A ghastly serles of crimes came to
light seven years ago at Cagnano Varano,
near Rome. In this town lived a man
named Mancinl, who had been married
three times, His wives died In rapid sue-

pmmnmmfu!m,

found himself a wldower for a thirl
time with five boys on his hands,

He fell in love with a young and pretty
girl, but ghe refused te marry him on
the ground that one could not be bur-
dened with five stepchlldren.

One after another the children began (o
die and by the erd of two years all five
were in their graves. ‘Then Mancini
again presented himself to the girl and
vemanded her hand. But the strange se-
quence of deaths had excited the sus-
picions of the girl's parents and they ‘n-
formed the police. It was conclusively
proved that Mancini had starved all his
children to death and later it eame out
that he had got rid of his wives by mur-
dering them.

Bvery one remembers the relgn of ter-
ror caused in London by the horriblae
crimes of the unknown criminal called
“Jack the Ripper.” In December, 1906,
the town of Kiel was thrown into abso-
lute panic by the performances of a
homicidal lunatic of a similar type.

Onily here, not women only, but men
also were the vietims. The criminal us=d

en Instrument of sueh amazing sharp-
ness that his vietims, whom he stabbed
a8 he passed them, rarely reallzed thay
were wounded until some minutes later,
when they found themselves loging blood.
In all, over 80 people were stabbed, some
in two or three places, but though Ber-
lin detectives were brought down to re-
inforce the town polfte, the offender was
never discovered.

JOHNNIES IN MOURNING,
New York Correspondence in Pittsburg

Dispatch.,

All the Johnnies who travel about
Broadway seem to be in mourning.
Since spring has arrived and light-
weight apparel {8 the habit mneariy
every other Broadwaylte one sees lhas
a mourning or chevron band sewed to
hisz left sleeve, This avolds a band
around the hat and the wearer evi-
dently desires to impress upon a erual
world the pangs. that tear his heart.
But If the Johnny only knew with
how much disdain the foreigner re-
gards those mourning bands he wouid
try to keep posted on Imported fads.
The chevron ecustom comes from old
England, “doncher know?' ¥Fancy a
heavy sweil over in Lunnon decorating
his left wing with one of them when
the custom was only Invented for
household servants whose titled mas-
ter had "kicked the bucket.,” Little
things like that, however, fail to dis-
courage the young Johnny with an eye

to color, even If the wvisiting. Briton
is astonished when he sees so many
well-dressed young ones masquerading
in the role of a flunkey.

A CRAB HABIT.
From the New York Press.

Catch a fresh erab, mash the end of
one of his elaws and watch with what
fierce wrath he will tear off the mutl-
lated member, Is It pride that causes
him to do thls bit of surgical work?
Or is he afraid of blood poisoning? Or
is It because the malmed claw might
obstruct his speed, or entangle him In
the submarine botany? The crab is an
Interesting creature, and, like his big
cousin, the lobster, is as scrappy sp »
game bantam, often losing a limb in a
scuffle,

LONESOME IN TOWN.

By John G. Neihardt.
The long day wanes, the fog shuts
down,
The eave-trough spouts and sputtera;
The rain sighs through the huddled
town
| And mumbles In the gutters.

The emptied throughfares become
I..o'g streams of eery light;

They issue from the mist and, dumb,
Flow onward out. of sight.

The snarling trolley grumbles past,
Its snapping wire glows;

Agaln where yon pale light Is cast
The hackman’s horses doze,

In vain the bargain windows wink,
The passershy are few;
The grim walls stretch
shrink
In dull electrie blue.

away and

A stranger hurries down the street,
Hat dripping, face aglow;

O happy feet, O homing feet,
I know where mine would go!

For oh, far over hills and dells-
The cows come up the lane,
With steaming flanks and fog-dulled
bells f
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